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SUPPRESSING
NATURAL TALENT

F or the past decade, Anand

Kumar has been selecting 30
poor children and training them — ga
for two years to make the transi- E’
tion from a future without nwlth

hope to one rich with
promise. Super 30, his the new IIT

Patna-based school, e " |
e oy, admission rules, it is the

selected students to poor children from
the IITs every year. government schools who

These include chil-

= Anand Kumar’s Super 30 takes

. "
dren of brick-kiln will suffer. in poor students without any fee
labourers, orphans and ANAND KUMAR,
kids unable to speak a SUPER 30 tions. Super 30, which
word in English. All they caters only to poor chil-
have, Kumar insists, is “natural dren, charges no fees. Across
talent.” “Now, with the new II'T the country, several private schools

admission rules, it is these poor chil-  have also started special, after-
dren who will suffer;” he says aftera  school coaching for students to

Friday morning class. Most city- ensure that they can manage both
based coaching classes have raised school studies and IIT entrance
their fees — lacing the IIT dreams requirements. A poor child at a gov-
they sell with the promise to also ernment school cannot compete,

train students for Board examina- Kumar savs.
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EDUCATION We're moving towards
replacing a complex college admission system
that sidelines schooling, with a single national
test - but there are lessons to be learned first

RIGHT OF
ADMISSIO

Charu Sudan Kasturi

= charu kastui@hindustantimes.com

s India’s education czars bat-
tled with Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) teachers
this May over creating a sin-
gle national admission test
for all engineering schools, neighbour-
ing China was grappling with a similar
debate: only turned inside out.

Days ahead of China’s single nation-
al entrance test for admissions to all
universities, images appeared online of
rows upon rows of high school students
onintravenous drips. The photographs
of students injecting amino-acids into
their bodies to restore energy to con-
tinue cramming for the sole entry test
taken by mul]mns of college aspirants

Hindustan Times ND 02-Sep-12 P-14

createasi ‘“ ination
covering all streams and colleges across
the country like the Scholastic Aptitude
Test (SAT) or the Gaokao,

Sibal’s plan is aimed at correcting
some of the biggest ills plaguing India’s
higher education admission process.
Several students currently appear for
up to a dozen entrance examinations
for different streams and within the

same stream, with
multiple engineering
tests. This involves high costs
for students and their families.
Popular professional schools like
the IITs, the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, the national law
schools and the School of Planning and
Architecture currently rely only mini-
mally on Board performances for

admissions, i
instead depending on dif-
ferent tests. This has in recent

WHERE WE STAND AGAINST THE WORLD

college

forced the Ch nment to order
a probe. It also triggered a debate on
‘whether the single national test, called
the Gaokao, is outdated.
It’s a debate India may well want
to follow.
Starting 2013, all central engineer-
ing schools including the IITs will use
a Joint Entrance Examination to be

conducted by the Central Board of )

The IITs will be allowed a second exam
to further select from students who
clear the first test. Other central engi-
neering schools will have to assign 40%
to Board ion scores,
while the ITTs will use these scores as
an eligibility criterion.
The common test is the first step

towards human resource development
minister Kapil Sibal’s stated plan to

What can be done?
B PLANS FOR CHANGE

* Replace the muitiple engineering
entrance exams with a single test.
uIncrease weightage of Board exam
in engineering colleges admissions.
w Scale this plan up to combine all
entrance tests — across streams and
disciplines — nto one like the SAT.

u Ensure Board scores matter in adm-
Issions to all colleges & universities.

ls lndla duati

Gross enrollment |
rate (GER*)
D b
Universities
Admissions Muttiple SAT/ACT**, Single  Multiple  Single
baset on ests. and/or school test tests, test
scores, school
soores essays, scores &

recos essays
'GER in higher education is defined as the ratio of high school graduates wh. 9o to college.
**SAT: Scholastic Aptitude Test; ACT: American College Testing

wnh the world?

® Reduce the number of exams
students need to take.

= Bring back the focus on
school studies.
=Reduce the
Influence of
coaching
centres.

" UNITED STATES _amm.. | CH

One in four accredited

test according to Fducational ©
Testing Services, which conducts
. the SAT. SATscores,evenwha‘e

ey 1

datory, are only
alongside schoo! Jeaving scores,

essays,
curricular achievements while
deciding on admissions. But many .-

1 g s

wide test unable to capture the

says Bill Hiss, Vice President at .
Bates College, a top liberal arts col-
lege and the first to turn SAT- -

optional in1984. “Creating a single,

recommendations and extra- . | -

colleges have found a single nation-

", diversity in student background and and
interests these institutions look fo§ .

makeor-breakfesttoserveasgaw;
educationinIndia - |

£
mad:mgso}mlsandnear—amlml N
_dxemxu;epdmcs—shuwsﬂ:efnlly .
ofreh;mgunasmdehestmdetar-

ite admissions,” -
SdmeffernftheN(}PUlsay&%i: )

.on school Heaving scores

. eral other competitive tests for i
 admissions to streams like medicine

While China is ﬂ1e only country that solely relies on a single entrance test, other
countnes Ilke UK and Russia have avolded lt due to diversity in student backgrounds

UK - -
The UK has avoided
an SAT-style single ..
national admission
test, and largely relies’

=

for varsity selections, despite a gov-
ernment panel recommending a

- gingle test in 2004,

But like India, the UK also has sev.

and law. Universities like Oxford .
and Cambridge also hold their own .

’addmonaltestswgaugeanap li<
thinling abilties.

cant’s critical iy
“There is no appetite for one smgle N
test when there are good secondary
school exams combined with other _

details on the appli formand

years led to hlgh school students
increasingly ignoring school studies
and Board examinations.

Increasing the relevance of
school-leaving examinations in
admissions to popular colleges will
likely make students focus more on
school studies. But the wide gap in
standards of schooling between rural
and urban India has triggered concerns
that using Board scores may hurt
children from underprivileged
backgrounds.

Experiences globally with a single
entrance examination for admissions
to all colleges have been mixed. In
such an examination would need a
‘widespread network of test centres, It
‘would also need the proven capability
to hold the test and process results with
fairness, consistency and security, says
Soumltra Roy, country managing

tor of Prometric, which delivers
the SAT, GRE and the CAT in India,
It won’t be easy. But looking at the
concerns flagged in India, and
leammgﬁ*ommeexpermm
may help India improve its troubled
" admission system without
adoptmg one lwmg on drips.

RUSSIA . ="

Different universities
traditionally conduct-

ed their own admis- -

sions, littering Russian

higher education with

multiple entrance tests,

In 2003, the Russian ministry of
gducahon introduced the Unified

lleges across streams - with a
handful of institutions allowed to
use their own admission criteria.
Proponents of the USE have made
sorne of the same arguments that
India has witnessed. The USE s .
also the uniform school-leaving
ion across Russia ~ in

fheuseofspec:ﬁctestswherethey L
add value,f mﬂ Janet Graham, ..’
Director o Supporting

Professionalism in Adm:ssxons

effect, a combination of 2 single,
common Board examination and
the single entrance test for all col
leges. But this single test has also

invited criticism that it fails to cap- - ¢
ture academic aptltuda D

» Students
paying for
dozens of multiple
entrance tests may
now have to focus on
clearing just one national tast

SUPPRESSING
NATURAL TALENT

or the past decade, Anand

Kumar has been selecting 30

poor children and training them
for two years to make the transi-
tion from a future without “With
hope to one rich with
romise Super 30 his the new IIT

001,
Pt hased school allmission rules, it s the w :
sclcted students o goor children from
every year.

These include chil- gover Iﬂ!ﬁlll Sthbeli Who " Anand Kumar's Super 30 takes
dren of brick-kiln will suffer. In poor students wnllnut any fes
labourers, orphans and ANAND KUMAR, e
kids unable to speak a -SUPER 5”,\(,,04{ . tians, Super 80, which
word in English. All they caters only to poor chil-
have, Kumar insists, is “natural dren, charges no fees. Across

talent.” “Now, with the new IIT' the country, several pnvate schools
admission rules, it is these poor chil-  have also started special, after-
dren who will suffer,” he says aftera  school coaching for students to
Friday morning class. Most city- ensure that they can manageboth
based coachmg classes have raised school studies and IIT entrance
their fees — lacing the I'T dreams requirements. A poor child at a gov-
they sell with the promise to also ernment school cannot compete,
train students for Board examina- Kumar says.

FAVOURING THE
PRIVILEGED?

uresh Ram knows what it

takes to beat the odds and get.
into the IITs. But the civil .

engineering graduate w
from IIT Delhi fears The
by Oelmtmnels
blocked from pursy.  AAINStTUTAl SHUAeNtS. oy s e
ing th;l:l-m d.realms "IW won't be able to to this national test
even if they clear i
the IIT entrance cnmueta with ﬂlldﬂ!lts !l'lﬂ dents in the top 20
examination like get better Schﬂﬂllﬂl. percentile of their
he SURESH RAM, * ard will be consid-

The son of a farm FARMER’S SON ered. Today, he works
labourer; Ram went to a as a construction design
government school in his engineer for Larsen and
home district of Madhepura, Bihar.  Toul
‘With 58% in his Board examina- “Phis move is agmnst rural stu-
tions, Ram may not have evenbeen ° dents” Ram argues. “They will be
eligible for admissions under the unable to compete with students
new selection policy the premier who have access to better school-
engineering schools plan to follow ing and have an advantage in Board
from 2013, under which only stu- examinations.”
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Obama names
II'T1an to key post

PNS W WASHINGTON

S President Barack Obama
has named IIT-Bombay
alumnus Romesh Wadhwani as

a general trustee of the Board

of Trustees of the prestigious
John F Kennedy Center for the
Performing  Arts in
Washington.

Announcing his intent to
appoint Wadhwani and nine
other general trustees of the
centre, Obama said, "These
dedicated men and women
bring a wealth of experience
and talent to their new roles
and I am proud to have them
serve in this Administration.”

"I look forward to working
with them in the months and
years to come," added Obama,
whose administration has over
a score Indian- Americans serv-

ing in senior positions, more

than any other previous admin-
stration.

Set up in 1971 as a living
memorial to former President
John F Kennedy, the centre is
the busiest performing arts
facility in the United States
and annually hosts approxi-
mately 2,000 performances
for audiences totaling nearly
two million.

A White House release
said that Wadhwani has been
actively involved in Kennedy
Center initiatives, having
served as Co-Chair of the
Maximum India Festival in
2011 and as a supporter of the
2010 Honors Gala.

Previously, Wadhwani was
the founder, Chairman, and
CEQ of several software and I'T
companies, including Aspect
Development, Inc.

{With IANS inputs)
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Delhi University
bans student rallies

NEW DELHI: Delhi University
on Saturday imposed a ban
on student rallies in the cam-
pus after reports of misbe-
haviour and eve-teasing
during a protest march, but
the move has irked student
leaders ahead of the DUSU
election. .

The Proctor issued a notice
on Saturday, saying that all
rallies will be banned in the
campus till “further notice”,
The action came a day after
allegations of misbehaviour
were made during a student
rally,

“In the light of the report-
ed incident of eve-teasing
and disturbing harmony in
the campus during the stu-
dent rallies, the University
has decided to ban all rallies
and demonstration of any
kind within the Delhi Univer-
sity campus till further no-
tice,” the statement by
Proctor Usha Rao said.

While the varsity did not
specify the details, the matter
apparently refers to an inci-
dent on Friday during a pro-
test march called by the
NSUI when some participa-
nts in the rally allegedly in-
dulged in eve-teasing.

The move to ban rallies

comes ahead of the Delhi-
University Students’ Union -

election on September 13 and
' student leaders said a blanket

ban o¢n rallies was no-
H Lt

solution. ot

ABVP state secretary Rohit
Chahal said his group would
defy the ban on Monday by
organising a rally of women
students demanding action
against the culprits.

He said the incident oc-,

curred outside IP College and

Matter apparently
refers to Friday's
incident when some
rally participants
allegedly indulged
in eve-teasing -

as many as 90 per cent of the
people participating in the
rally were not University stu-
dents but outsiders.

“It is absurd. Rather than
find out those responsible
and take action, the Universi-
ty has banned protest. There
are enough number of cam-

“eras on campus to catch the

culprits. We are not taking
this. We are taking out a
march of women students,
come what may,” Mr. Chahal
said,

NSUI leaders claimed the
allegations on their rally
were being levelled by “polit-
ical groups” but criticised the
ban.

NSUI  spokesperson Ami-
rish Pandey said if any such
incident of eve-teasing has
happened, it is highly con-
demnable but imposing a ban
on rallies was not a way out.

. “It is our democratic right.
We were raising some
genuine demands during our
rally,” he said, reacting to the
ban. T

Asked if the student group
had tried to find out details of
the reported incident, he
saids “Allegations have been
levelled by political groups. I
have tried to find out the de-
tails but so far I have not
come to know anything in
this regard”®. — PTI :
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Meira Kumar first chancellor of
Central University of Bihar

- PATNA: Lok Sabha speaker Meira
- ’ | Kumar has been made the first chan-

Patna, at present. The post of chancel-
lor had been vacant in the university;,

With the appointment of chancellor,
the work of the university is expected

to gather further momentum.

Publication: The Times Of India Delhi;Date: Sep 2, 2012, Section: Times Global;Page: 15;

UK varsity may
go to court
over licence

AndyMcSmithn & Richard Garner

igh court judges could

have the final say ina

bitter dispute betwesn
immigration officials and a
London university which has
left 2500 foreign students in
fearof being deported.

Legal experts are predict-
ingthat London Metropolitan
University, which has been
stripped of itslicence to spon-
sornon-EUstudents by the UK
Border Agency (UKBA), will
have no choice but to fight the
governmentthrough courts,

The decision to put the
LUNM's 2,500 foreign students
atrisk of being deportedcame
at a time when the govern-
ment is strugeling to fulfil a
promise to bring net immigra-
tion dowm to below 100,000 a
vear, Foreign students add an
estimated £12.5 billion a vear
tothe economy THemDersteEnT
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KURUKSHETRA DROWNING CASE

NIT students end strike
following assurances

MENDING WAYS Management assures 24-hour ambulance service on campus

\ A
= National Institute of Technology acting director VK Arora addressing students on the campus in

Kurukshetra on Sunday.

Vijay Sabharwal
& jotterschd@hindustantimes. com

KURUKSHETRA: The strike by stu-
dents of the National Institute
of Technology (NIT) here was
called off on Sunday after the
college management conceded
to some of their demands. Their
main demand for the resigna-
tion of NIT director Anand
Mohan, however, was not met.

']
J

The striking students had
blamed Mohan for not taking
timely action after a third-

year student, Tejasavi Arora,

drowned in a canal at Jyotisar
on last Monday evening,

Earier in the day, the man-
agement appealed to students
to end the stalemate through
negotiation. They explained to
students the steps taken by it in
the wake of the incident.

-
aw

RAKESH ROHILLA/HT

“The management will con-
stitute a fact-finding committee
totake preventive steps so that
downing incidents do not hap-
pen again,” acting director VK
Arora said. The NIT director is
on leave. Arora said a disciplin-
ary committee would be formed
to find out students responsible
for ereating ruckus on the cam-
pus. “We have decided to take
lenient action against the guilty.”

As Tejasvi Arora
(victim) used to
participate in cultural
activities, the Students
Activity Centre on the
campus will be

named after him

VK ARORA
National Institute of
Technology acting director

“As Tejasvi Arora used to
participate in cultural activities,
the Students Activity Centre on
the campus will be named after
him,” he said.

“A student’s advisory commit-
tee and a rapid action commit-

tee will be constituted to tackle
downing incidents in future. A
24-hour ambulance service will
be available on the campus to
meet any eventuality,” he said.

Arora announced to post-
pone the mid-term test, which
were to commence on Monday,
to Friday. He assured to take
steps with the help of district
administration in removing a
liquor vend situated close to the
NIT campus.

A students' leader, Vipul,
claimed that the authorities had
assured to take action against a
person found guilty by aninves-
tigating team of the ministry of
human resource department,
while Arora said no such assur-
ance had been given.
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CAG picks holes in HRD Ministry’s ‘favour’ to IIT-Madras’

Ao Tanpon
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

New DEeLHI, SEPTEMBER 2
At a time when a debate is

raging on the potential of .

Indian Institutes of Technol-
ogy (II'Ts) to raise their own
funds, the Ministry of HRD
has been found favouring
these premier¢ technical
institutes a tad too much. '
In a surprise find, the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) has revealed
that the Ministry which
Kapil Sibal heads extended a
huge loan of Rs 100 crore to
the IIT Madras Research

THE AUDITOR'S INTERVENTION

1 The Ministry gave it ¥100 cr loan at just 3 pc interest

1 Under gowvt rules, such Joans must be charged at 11.5 pc rate

1 After being alerted by the CAG, the anomaly was

finally corrscted.

1 The intarvention of the audit resulted in recovery of the

interest loss worth ¥46.75 cr

£&The action of the ministry
was in contravention of the
General Financial Rules and
the decision of the
Expenditure Finance
Committee of the
Govemment. 99 — CAG report

Park at an interest rate which

-was 8.5 per cent lesser than

the rate the institute should
have been charged.

The largesse resulted in the
loss of Rs 46,75 crore to the
Government even though the
Ministry, after being alerted
on the faux pas by the CAG,

Indian Express ND 3/09/2012

recovered the lost amount -

and corrected the anomaly.
That apart, the CAG found
out how in January 2010, the
Ministry had extended the
said oan to IIT Rescarch
Park, a company registered
under Section 25 of the Com-

panies Act, 1956, against the

General Financial Rules of
the Government.

The Ministry of Finance,
‘Department of Economic
Affairs, through its office
memorandum issued in
October 2007, had pre-
scribed an interest rate of
11.5 per cent per annum on

P7

investment loans given by
the Central Government
to industrial and commer-
cial undertakings in the
public sector as well as to
the cooperatives. .

Despite this, the agree-
ment which the Ministry of
HRD executed with the IIT
Madras Company in Febru-
ary 2010 provided for levy-
ing of interest at the rate of
three per cent per annum as
against the applicable rate
of 11.5 per cent. Repayment
of the loan was to com-
mence from 2013-14 for a
period of 10 years.

“The action of the Min-

istry was in contravention of
the General Financial Rules
and the decision of the
Expenditure Finance Com-
mittee of the Government.
After this was pointed out to
the Ministry in June 2011, it
replied in June 2012 that
the agreement had since '
been revised and the com-
pany had agreed to pay
interest at the applicable-
rate as per Government
norms,” CAG said in its
audit report on the issue.
The timely intervention of
the audit resulted in recovery
of the impending interest loss
amounting to Rs 46.75 crore.

II'l-Madras squabble turns into war with media

GOPUMOHAN
CHENNAL, SEPTEMBER 2

A SQUABBLE between a
photojournalist and a faculty
member of the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology-Madras
triggered by incidents in the

aftermath of a student’s sui- . _

cide has snowballed into a
major struggle between the -
institute and the media, with
a police case being regis-
tered and a professor ab-
sconding.

The incident happened
on August 21 when the me-
dia came to the institute to
report the suicide of an
MTech student, Nerugu
Manasa. According to re-
ports, as photojournalist Al-
bin Mathew of The New In-
dian Express (not connected’
to this paper) was taking pic-

tures of the hostel and some
of the grieving students, a se-
nior faculty, Prakash M
Maiya, asked him to stop,
saying he was making the girl
students uneasy. Maiya is
also the chairman of the
council of wardens.

An argument ensued,
and the professor along with

a few security guards al-

legedly manhandled
Mathew, The photojournal-
ist and his newspaper claim
the guards and the faculty
assaulted him and tried to
snatch his camera, and de-
tained him for about an hour
in the administrative build-
ing. After the newspaper
took up the matter with se-
nior officials, police were
called in.

According to the insti-
tute, dean of students L §

Ganesh first urged Mathew
not to take photos of the
students. When Mathew
persisted, hostel warden In-
dumathi Nambi requested
him to delete the “objec-
tionable pictures”. Nambi
then asked the hostel affairs
secretary Praveen to ensure
that the pictures were
deleted. It was at this junc-
ture that professor Maiya
intervened, lea‘ding to the
alleged altercation. The in-
stitute also claims that it was
Mathew who assaulted the
professor first.

On Mathew’s complaint,
police registered a case of 1i-
oting, wrongful confine-
ment, voluntarily causing
hurt and - threat to cause
death against Maiya and the
security personnel.

Three security persons

have been arrested, while
Maiya is absconding,

To defuse tension, IIT-M
director Bhaskar Rama-
mburthi issued a statement
the next day of the alterca-
tion, regretting the “unfortu-
nate incident” and apologis-
ing to Mathew and media at
large. But by then, various
associations representing
media personnel including
the Chennai Press Club,
Madras Reporters’ Guild
and Tamil Nadu Union of
Working Journalists had
taken up the matter with po-
lice and institute higher-ups
seeking action. Several polit-
ical parties, too, joined in
their protest.

This prompted the ad-
ministration to go on the of-
fensive. In subsequent letter
to editors, reporters’ guild

and the Press Council of In-
dia, Ramamurthi said the
institute would lodge a com-
plaint against the “unethical
behaviour of the photojour-
nalist”, He alleged in the
letter, signed by faculty
members and students who
were present at the time of
the incident, that the pho-
tographer abused and
punched Maiya.

‘Without naming Mathew,
the institute lodged a case of
assault and under Section 4
of Tami] Nadu Prohibition of
Womien Harassment Act.To
counter this, The New Indian
Express published a full-page
package including pho-
tographs Mathew took to
claim that none of the pic-

tures was close-ups of girl
students as alleged by the IIT
administration.

Deputy resident editor,
The New Indian Express, G
Babu Jayakumar told The
Indian Express: “When the
persons there tried to snatch
the camera from him,
Mathew held on to it like any
professional in the situation
would do. For that he was
beaten up. Instead of man-
handling him, the authori-
ties there should have either
contacted the police or the
journalist’s higher-ups and
then checked the camera
with their assistance tosee if
their suspicion of him having
taken any objectionable
photos was true.”
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Professor, teach thyself

Our tertiary education system does not serve the masses

Markandey Katju

I was at Jawaharlal Nehru University
recently with some of the top senior
academicians in Delhi, before dinner.

1 was told that the budget of the Uni-
versity Grants Commission was
Rs.41,000 crore in the Five Year plan and
the annual budget of JNU was about
Rs.150 crore,

In my usual blunt way 1 said, “How has
this benefited the Indian masses? It
seems that the huge funds being
ploughed into higher education in India
are for the benefit of foreign countries
and to give you professors huge salaries
and fine houses to live in rather than to
benefit the Indian people.”

This sparked off a lively debate. Some
of the professors tried to refute my state-
ment, but I stuck to my guns,

I said that most of the money spent on
education in India went to the institutes
of higher education like the IITs and
universities, and very little money was
spent on prlmary and middle schools,
particularly in rural areas, where the
foundation of education was laid. There
are very few facilities such as proper
seats, electnmty, books, classrcoms, etc
in these primary or middle schools,
whereas the institutes of higher educa-
tion are given huge funds and have very
good facilities, state-of-the-art campus-
es, air-conditioning, etc. I then gave a
few examples to prove what I said:

1. I once went to a village about 40 km
- from Allahabad {my native city) to meet
afarmer friend of mine, with whom I had
studied at Allahabad University.

At his home I met one of his sons who
had passed class seven and promoted to
class eight in his high school in the vil-
lage. I asked him to bring his class 7
mathematics book and solve a few sim-
ple problems. He could not do so. I won-
dered how he had been promoted when
ke could not solve simple class 7 prob-
lems. I then solved those simple prob-
lems, and asked him to attempt the other
problems in the lesson. He was obviously
an intélligent boy, because having learnt
how to solve the simple problems, he
proceeded to solve the rest.

At this I asked him, “Did your teacher
not teach you all this?” He replied, “Mas-
ter Sahib thekedari karne lage hain, aur
doosre master sahib class lene aate na-
heen hat” (the teacher hasbecome a con-
tractor, and the next teacher does not
come to take classes™).

2. I went to a reputed intermediate

o e

Very little money is spent on primary and middle schools, particularly
in rural areas where the foundation of education is laid.

— PHOTO: P.V. 5IVAKUMAR

college in Allahabad and was told that in
a section in Class 11 there are 250 stu-
dents. [ was shocked, Under the rules
there should not be more than 40 stu-
dents in a class. What teaching can pos-
sibly be done in a class of 250 students? [
also learnt that in some of the sections at
Allahabad Umvermty there are over 300
students, and there is noteven place fora
student to sit.

Inview of this, much of the real educa-
tion takes place in private coaching in-
stitutes, or at the residence of teachers
who make much more money there than
in their institutions. As a result, these
teachers evince little interest in teaching
in their institutions, and a student who
does not join the coaching (paying high
fees) finds it difficult to pass.

3. In many of the staffrooms of our
educational institutions, teachers, in-
stead of discussing academic matters, of-
ten discuss petty politics, often of a
casteist nature or matters pertaining to
their service conditions. Senior profes-
sors often try to promote lecturers of
their own caste, whether they have merit
or not.

4. Teachers are often appointed not
on merit but on extraneous consider-
ations, like political connection, caste,
etc. They are appointed on contract ba-
sis. In some States, “shikshamitra” who

'

have been appointed on a salary of
Rs.1,500 a month have-no degree or
teachers’ training qualification.

5. The level of intellect of many teach-
ers is low, because many of them have
not been appeinted on merit but on ex-
traneous considerations. To give an ex-
ample, when I was a judge of Allahabad
High Court I had a case relating to a
service matter of a mathematics lecturer
in a university in Uttar Pradesh. Since
the teacher was present in court I asked
him how much one divided by zero is
equal to. He replied, “Infinity.” I told him
that his answer was incorrect, and it was
evident that he was not even fit to be a
teacher in an intermediate college. I
wondered how had he become a uni-
versity lecturer (In mathematics it is im-

permissible to divide by zero. Hence

anything divided by zero is known as an
indeterminate number, not infinity).
Brain drain

I gave them many more such exam-
ples, and told the senior academicians at
JNU that huge amounts of money of the,
Indian taxpayer is spent on the IITs and
other institutes of higher education, but
the graduates of these institutes usually
take up jobs in foreign countries. This
results in brain drain, Thus, while Indi-
ans pay taxes which go towards educat-

ing our bright students, the benefit of
their education goes to foreign countries
and not to the Indian people. These for-
eign countries benefit because higher
education in their own countries is very
expensive, so they have to pay only a
fraction of that amount to get our bright
young students.

I posed them another question: the
test of every system is one simple ques-
tion, Does it raise the standard of living
of the masses or not? [ said that the huge
amount of money being spent on higher
education in Indiais not raising the stan-
dard of living of the Indian masses be-
cause over 75 per cent of Indians live in
dire poverty. There is massive unem-
ployment, skyrocketing prices, huge
problems of health care, housing, etc,

Apart from that, I asked them how
many Nobel laureates have our universi-
ties and other institutes of higher educa-
tfon produced. Hardly any.

In many American universities one
will find half a dozen Nobel laureates.
Australia, which has a population of
about 25 million, has 180 academicians
who have an F.R.S. (Fellow of the Royal
Society), while India, with a population
of 14200 million, has only about 20. So
what are the achievements of our scien-
tists and other intellectuals? It is only
when they go to the United States or
Canada or Europe that they achieve
anythmg

‘What is the quality of research work
done by cur academicians in institutes of
higher learning? Unfortunately it is
abysmally low and does not benefit the
Indian people. Their publications are
mostly poor, and done only to improve
their CVsin order to get jobs. .

The purpose of education is to help- -
raise the standard of living of the masses.
But in India it seems that its purpose is
to raise the standard of living of a hand-
ful of people who get jobs as {eachers,
particularly in institutions of higher
education,

I must say to the credit of the profes-
sors assembled there that they did not
take any of my remarks personally. I told
them that I had no intention to insult
them but was only voicing my genuine
grievance about the educational system
in India, and the need to make it more
beneficial to the masses. .

At the end it was agreed that my views’
required serious debate which hopefully
shall be held at JNU or elsewhere soon.

(Justice Markandey Katju is chairman
of the Press Council of India,)
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Don’t shut the
door on them

The government must step in to help Indian
students facing deportation in Britain

t should by all logic be a joyful expe- rtak

rience — a student goes abroad and Ou e

comes back armed with a degree

which will open the doors to a bright and economically viable

future. But for many, as for the hapless students Jjettisoned

after the London Metropolitan University was banned from
sponsoring and teaching non-EU sthdents for harbouring illegal
immigrants under the guise that they were students, the doors to
that future are firmly shut, If the Indian and other non-EU stu-
dents do not find another university to spensor them within 60
days, they face deportation. This means that many deserving stu-
dents will face the axe for the sins of a few. But, the fault here lies
with the university and it should ensure restitution to the students
affected. Earlier, the Tri-Valley University in the US was shut down
by the authorities after it was found to have been illegal and with it
many Indian students found themselves at sea. To make matters
worse, many had to wear ankle bracelets to monitor their move-
ments prior to deportation unless they could find another universi-
ty willing to take them in.

Many foreign universities lure gullible Indian students
with the promise of employment during and after studies and
even immigration. Most of the time, the students end up duped
and return home to debt and unemployment. Families often mort-
gage all their assets to send their children for higher studies and
when things do not work out, they are literally driven to penury.
Indian students bring in a sizeable chunk of revenue to the educa-
tion systems of countries like Britain, US, Canada and Australia.
But they seem to get little by way of rights. This is not to mention
the discrimination they often face, to the extent of violence as ‘
seen in some examples in Australia and even Britain, But the
most alarming thing is the complete inaction on the part of the
Government of India. It has to first set up a regulatory agency
which can advise students on which universities are fly-by-night
ones and which are genuine. ' o o

Once the student goes abroad for higher studies, he or she
still remains the responsibility of the Indian government. When
students find themselves in trouble as they do in London now, the
government has to step in to put pressure on the British authori-
ties to see that justice is done to those who have conformed to the
rules. They should be helped to transfer to legal colleges rather
than come home, having lost considerable money in fees, to start
all over again, The fact that foreign universities are keen on Indian
students is evident from the large number of roadshows that they
hold in India. But, they must not be allowed to either con students
or wash their hands of them when things go wrong. India is very
proud of its economie clout. It must use precisely this to ensure
justice for its students abroad. In the recent case, the government
should have been in overdrive to protect innocent students.
Instead, it seems inexplicably inert while the students are running page 90f 12
from pillar to post to save their future,
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Poor PISA score: Govt blames ‘disconnect’ with India

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI

NEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 2

JUST why did Indians perform so
badly at the Programme for Interna-
tional Student Assessment (PISA) as
tostand at the bottom of the ladder?
The government thinks it is not a re-
flection on the country’s schooling,
Advised by the NCERT, the HRD
Ministry has concluded that India
trailed in the international rankings
because of the questions posed.
Terming these out of context, the
government will take up the issue
with organisers of PISA before de-
ciding on full-scale participation in
the test for 2012, with students from

10 of its states.

PISA — introduced by the Or-
ganisation for Ecenomic Coopera-
tion Development — is an interna-
tionally standardised assessment
that tests 15-year-olds in reading,
mathematical science and science
literacy. While PISA assessments
first started in 2000, India partici-
pated in the “extended cycle” of the
test for 2009 with 16,000 students
from 400 schools across Himachal
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu,

Against first-timer China that
stormed into the 2009 ratings with
Shanghai schools topping maths and
science with a mean score of 556, the
two Indian states stood near the bot-

THE NCERT in its report concluded that
“non-exposure of students (especially
in rural areas) towards the items tested
in PISA” was a critical factor in the poar
performance by Indian students. They
cited questions relating to ATMs and
use of air bags in cars.

tom with 337 and 325, respectively
— a performance that led to much
discussion in India, ‘

The ministry has concluded that
there was a socio-cultural disconnect
between the questions and Indian
students. The ministry will write to

the OECD and drive home the need
to factor in India’s “socio-cultural
milieu”, India’s participation in the
next PISA cycle will hinge on this,

Considering that over 70 nations
participate in PISA, if is uncertain
whether an exception would be
made for India. Incidentally, the
Ministry of External Affairs is not
enthused about a pan-India partici-
pation in PISA as it is expected to
throw up discouraging results. India
is already close to missing the 2012
cycle and may have to wait for 2015.

Incidentally, PISA results were
reaffirmed by NGO Pratham’s an-
nual ASER report on learning levels
of schoolchildren.
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In a first, DU head
meets parents

MAKING HEADWAY Dinesh Singh points out the need to transcend

education from classroom lectures to

HT Correspondent

B ity Com

NEW DELHI: Interacting with
parents for the first time, Delhi
University (DU) vice - chancel-
ler (VC) Dinesh Singh on
Sunday outlined how education
needed to transcend from
classroom lectures to what a
student learnt from his
surroundings.

For more than 500 parents,
this discourse could well alter
their perception towards
learning,

NO MORE 'UNMUKT
JAIN' CASES

As the tussle over Unmukt
Jain drew to a close with the
university permitting him to
proceed to the second year of
study, Dinesh Singh said the
four-year meta college model
will prevent more such cases.

"We are trying to keep
students away from cut-off
hassles and let them do
courses that they want to do.
The meta college concept will
prevent cases similar to Unmukt
Chand's from cropping up
because a student will also be
given academic credit for
the sport that he plays in lieu
of a course," Singh said.

GO BEYOND THE
CLASSROOM

"When the concept of a
University comes into effect,
other practical factors such as
admission and exams natural-
ly follow. But students need to
know that edueation is not
limited to the eclassroom.
Parents must encourage their
children to take on activities that
will enrich them as people and
expand their horizon," said
Dinesh Singh.

For the same, Singh also
urged parents to let their chil-
dren embark on the journey
that Delhi University's
academic train, 'Gyanodaya
Express' had recently under-
taken to travel to Sabarmati
Ashram and Wardha. While the

next journey will be
undertaken in October

environmental learning

» DU vica chancellor Dinesh Singh during an interactive session

i W,

with parents at the university. RAJ K RAJ/HT PHOTO
We are trying to keep Parents must encourage
students away from their children to take
- cut-off hassles and let activities that will enrich
them do courses that they | them as people and expand
want to do. their horizon.
DINESH SINGH

Vice-chancellor, Delhi University

for the NCC students, Singh
told parents that this journey,
which was free of cost, would
teach students about compart-
ment designs, food habits
and sociological aspects of the
places they visited.

BETTER
INFRASTRUCTURE

When the vice - chancellor met
close to 3000 students on
Saturday, most students
expressed concern over the
dilapidation in college infras-
tructure — a concern that the
parents shared as well,
echoing their children's
sentiments over ill-stocked
libraries and crumbing facilities
in college,

Singh, however, was quick to
reassure them that repair work
would soon be under way.

"Some girls told me that they
are harassed when they leave
college in the evening, some said
that their college bathrooms
are malfunctional. I have spo-

ken to the police commission-
er regarding this and are also
working on providing more
books and laptops for the
students," he said.

BETTER PLACEMENTS
Soon enough, there will not be
any difference between a
DU graduate and a manage-
ment trainee, with Singh
promising the best corporate
Placements to students across
all courses and colleges
through the varsity's Central
Placement Cell,

However, parents said
that students from eourses
other than BCom (hons)
and Economics (hons), were
seldom absorbed by these
companies.

"My daughter is a Mathem-
aties (hons) student and till now
she has not got placed by any
company. It is only the Com-
merce students who end up
benefiting from this exercise,"
said a parent.
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